May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord our rock and redeemer.  Amen.

Jesus suffered to death on a cross, leaving a message so powerful that it transformed the entire known world in which he lived.  He proposed nonviolent protest in a manner entirely unconventional to the methods and thoughts of the war-torn Age of Empires.  Hammurabi’s code demands an eye for an eye.  Ghandi said an eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.  Regardless of the situation, this action can hardly avoid the consummation of violence and destruction.  Jesus conquered all by the turn of a cheek.  His message was clear:

Love thy neighbor as thyself, for God exists within that powerful connection of human affection.  Take assurance in Jesus’ words:  “When two or three are gathered in my name, I will be in the midst of them”  For God dwells within the connection of understanding thus sympathy for their fellow man.  It does not matter whether I’ve only learned a single letter of the alphabet or read all the volumes of books in the world if one cannot understand my thoughts and share my enthusiasm.  I may learn single variable calculus, multivariable calculus, thermodynamics, rocketry, fission, but it all means nothing to the world without interest.  

Entrust in God and his commandments.  We love God by loving our neighbor as ourselves, by communicating our ideas on how we go about living and sharing experiences.  It’s easy.  All you need is love, and by love I mean the heavenly love of God.  It comes to us naturally.  “But William, if it’s so easy, why is there still jealousy and injustice? Why is there war? Why is there Hatred?”  Such fallacies derive from impatience and incomprehension.  The desire for money, material goods, fame, and political prominence can be strong motivators, but when one centers their own life upon such ideas, in place of God’s love, they will only receive as much love and happiness as they put into it.  The greatest power in the world is the power to love another human being.  And we all have it. Any other forms of power are simply illusions.  With this great power comes the great responsibility of using power in the name of God’s loving will.  Power built and/or exercised from any other foundation will delude and corrupt the beholder respectively.

And so what truly matters is what you do.  Keep in mind that what you do is what you understand, and what you understand is who you are.  No one understands you any more than you do.  Seek God with all your mind, body, and soul, and share your experience with others.  God is there in the thrill of life.  You don’t need me to tell you this.  Do what you love and love what you do with your whole heart.

And so I conclude with a simple message.

There is a song by the name “Simple Gifts”:

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free,

‘Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,

And when we find ourselves in the place just right

‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight.

‘Tis the gift to be loved and that love to return,

‘Tis the gift to be taught and a richer gift to learn,

And when we expect of others what we try to live each day,

Then we’ll all live together and we’ll all learn to say,

‘Tis the gift to have friends and a true friend to be,

‘Tis the gift to think of others not to only think of “me”,

And when we hear what others really think and really feel,

Then we’ll all live together with a love that is real.

Thanks be to God.  Amen.
