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

For a complete and current calendar, see www.wrpc.org 

Pick up a print copy of the WRPC News & Events in the Narthex or in the Vanderbilt Entrance window
We pray for Haiti

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As the eyes of the world turn to Haiti, let us join our hearts in prayer:
God of compassion
please watch over the people of Haiti,
and weave out of these terrible happenings
wonders of goodness and grace.
Surround those who have been affected by tragedy
with a sense of your present love,
and hold them in faith.
Though they are lost in grief,
may they find you and be comforted.
Guide us as a church 
to find ways of providing assistance
that heal wounds and provide hope.
Help us to remember that when one of your children suffers
we all suffer;
through Jesus Christ who was dead, but lives
and rules this world with you. Amen.

 

-       Bruce Reyes-Chow, Gradye Parsons and Linda Valentine
Prayer Service for Haiti ~ Sunday, January 17,  5:30 – 6:30 in the WRPC sanctuary.  Join others in prayer for our brothers and sisters who are struggling with the devastating effects  of the earthquake in Haiti.  This service will replace our regularly scheduled contemporary worship service.  See below for how you might pray and give.

Stay Up to Date at Hearts with Haiti Website.  Here is their latest update as of 2:00 PM today:  
We would like to thank everyone for the many contributions through our on-line donation service. The St. Joseph family really needs continued financial support. We currently have no new information about the family as we are no longer able to reach the staff at St. Joseph’s by phone. We have a plan in place to fly a few Hearts with Haiti members to Port au Prince tomorrow. They will be bringing a satellite phone, cash, a generator, and water purifiers to Michael. They will also assess the medical condition of Bill Nathan and Ti Patrick. If their condition is serious, they will bring them back to the United States for medical care. We will keep you updated as this mission unfolds.

Sunday School for All Ages

Try out a new class this year!  Christian Education for adults, youth, and children is offered every Sunday beginning 9:30 AM.  To learn more about specific classes, see our website at www.wrpc.org or click on this link:  http://www.wrpc.org/Visitors/adulteducation.html.  

Youth Update: 
Middle & High School Youth:  

Sunday, January 17, 5:30 PM—Prayer Service for Haiti (see above for details) followed by Youth Dinner.   
Monday January 18 at 2:00 PM - Volunteer/Community service opportunity - Help with setup of new Alleluia/Disciple Children's Worship room.   Contact Marietta (marietta@wrpc.org) if you would like to help.
High School Youth
Friday January 22 at 7:00 PM:   Lock in!
Family Fellowship Gathers in the New Year.  Saturday, January 23. Time to be decided.  Families with elementary-aged children and younger are invited to the home of Shauna and BA Alexander beginning 5:30 PM.  Contact Marietta@wrpc.org if you haven’t yet received an e-vite or if you’d like more information. 

Yoga for Body and Soul ~ Thursday mornings at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall.  For more information, call Sarah Peters at 676-4212.  Cost per session is $8.00.  Drop in or come on a regular basis!  
WRPC's Ministry & Mission



An Encouraging Word from your Stephen Ministers

If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”

 you are doing right.     James 2:8
A Message from the New Hope Presbytery about Praying for and Helping Haiti 
Rev. Leigh Gillis, Moderator of Presbytery;      Rev. Ed McLeod, Moderator of Council; and     Barbara Campbell Davis, Executive Presbyter/Stated Clerk send out the following message to the congregations of  New Hope Presbytery 
I know we are all concerned about the devastating earthquake that struck Haiti on January 12.  We are encouraging our members and congregations to respond to this very pressing need.  There are many ways to respond: 

1)    Pray for the people of Haiti and the people that are traveling there to help. 

2)    Make contributions to help:

You may donate directly to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance DR00064 (PDA is linked on the WRPC website, http://www.wrpc.org/tomembers/Members-Index.html) or go to www.pcusa.org/pda.

· You may send your funds through the Presbytery of New Hope Receiving Agency.        Our Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has already sent $100,000 to Haiti.

· You may donate through Church World Services or Ecumenical Agency as well.   www.churchworldservice.org.
· Make a donation to Hearts with Haiti.  This ministry has a long term special relationship with the St. Joseph’s Family Homes.  Donations can be made through the Hearts with Haiti website http://www.heartswithhaiti.org/
·  or sent to the church office (27 Horne St., 27607).  Checks can be made out to Hearts With Haiti. 

From the Church World Service: 
In the wake of a 7.0-magnitude earthquake near the capital city of Port-au-Prince in Haiti, Church World Service (CWS) staff are quickly responding, contacting long-term church and faith partners in the country and working with them to assess the situation.  While authorities still don't know the extent of the damage, it is estimated that 3 million people may be affected by Haiti's worst earthquake in 200 years.  One survivor reports there are thousands of people roaming the streets, looking for shelter.

"Haiti is already the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, with 8 out of 10 people living in extreme poverty," says Joseph Moran, Managing Regional Director for the Southeast Region of CWS.  "Now the needs are greater than ever before for this already vulnerable island nation," adds Moran.

CWS has an established presence in Haiti and is immediately sending funds to local partners there as they continue to assess the situation. The CWS Emergency Response Program is standing ready to provide CWS Kits and CWS Blankets to people in need.  
Donations are urgently needed.  Visit www.churchworldservice.org or call 1(800) 297- 1516 to find out how you can help.  

 

Church World Service
PO Box 968
Elkhart, IN  46515
 (800) 297-1516

www.churchworldservice.org
Year-End Contribution Statements—
Save postage by picking up all 2009 Year-End Contribution Statements by this coming Sunday.  After reviewing your statement, please feel free to contact me at 828-5468 x17 or bwilliams@wrpc.org if you have any questions. We will assume that if we have not heard from you by January 31, that there were no discrepancies on your report. Thank you. 

        —Betsy Williams, Finance Manager.
WRPC 2010 Budget
The Stewardship and Finance Committee will make the 2010 budget available on the January 28th and will send it via enews or in the church office. 
Make Your 2010 Pledge!  If you need a packet, contact Gene Crenshaw.  
Sunday School Classroom Moves

As the date draws closer for the North Carolina Council of Churches to move their offices to WRPC, we shift other classrooms.  Many thanks to the Bible from Scratch, Children’s Worship, and High School Youth Sunday School classes for their flexibility as we make this transition. 
Chili Time! It's time to order chili prepared by

Loaves and Fishes
volunteers to benefit

programs for at-risk

children. Order meat or

vegetarian, $10 per

quart, for delivery to

your home on Friday,

January 29. Phone

Elsie Eads 848-7241 or

elsieeads@aol.com to

place your order. Deadline to order: Sunday,

January 17.

Presbyterian Women Notes-January 2010

Treasury: PW will make their pledges in January for the 2010 calendar year.  Each member will turn in her pledge to Circle treasurer.

Missions—Together in Service  Can you help?  Please note that the room where items are deposited has been changed to the coat room across from the sanctuary. 

Wake Relief:  Non-perishable food 
items, toilet tissue and bath soap

Loaves and Fishes: Healthy snacks (no raisins please)

Barium Springs Home for Children:  
Campbell’s food product labels, please 
Bring in the front panel  (the part of the 
label that shows a picture of the product 
and the name) or the part with the UPC code.

WRPC Office Closed  The church office will be closed Monday, January 18 for the Martin Luther King holiday.
N&O Features Frank Weedon.  

“If it happened at NC State since 1960, Weedon likely knew about it”.  Read all about long-time WRPC member, Frank Weedon, in the N&O by seeing the article on the bulletin board or  clicking this link:  http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local_state/story/276993.html
Reserve Your Room at WRPC ~ Please remember that you must contact Lucy at the church office lucy@wrpc.org, 828-5468 x 13 when you would like to use a room.

Would you like to listen to a Worship Service again?  To request a tape of a worship service, call Ed Fawbush at 783-5726.  Leave your name and the date of the service.  Tapes can be picked up in the Deacon’s workroom.

Parking Lot Permits If you do not have a parking permit sticker yet and are a member of the congregation, please stop by the office to obtain yours!  Remember that the parking lot is for church-related business only. 
Do You Have a Birthday This Month or Next?   We want to celebrate with you by listing your name in the WRPC News and Events during that month.   Let Shelley know at shelley@wrpc.org or 828-5468 x 10.

January Birthdays! Be sure to wish Happy Birthday to these West Raleigh Members:
	Tom Lohr
	
	Jan. 5

	Nancy Rutledge
	
	Jan. 5

	Lucy Black
	
	Jan. 7

	Mary Lee Hall
	
	Jan. 8

	Chris Leming
	
	Jan. 12

	Janet Lehman
	
	Jan. 13

	Alec Peters
	
	Jan. 14

	Dennis Blazier
	
	Jan. 19

	Shelley Rubin
	
	Jan. 24

	Mary Ann Blum
	
	Jan. 29

	Angela Escamilla
	
	Jan. 29


Our Weekly News & Events is a newsletter in electronic format that goes out to everyone on our e-mail loop. Hard copies are always available in the display case in the vestibule.  Hard copies are also mailed to our home-bound members and to others by request.
Office Items:  Please contact Shelley at shelley@wrpc.org or 828-5468, with these requests/wishes or with any question you might have!

· Has your address, phone number or email address changed?

· Prayer List addition or update

· Want an article in the Weekly Newsletter?  Or quarterly Focus?

· Don’t Want to Receive Weekly Newsletter Email? 

· Want to Receive the Weekly Newsletter in Your Mailbox?  

Weekly News and Events Deadline:

submissions in by Wednesday 10:00 AM
Focus on StepUP


Are you interested in helping with the Step Up ministry?

The StepUP Ministry is an interfaith community that partners with over 500 program participants each year in the shared goal of self-sufficiency (stable job, stable home, stable family).  This goal is accomplished through two life-giving programs:  The StepUP Jobs Program and the StepUP Life Skills Program.  Recently, WRPC was contacted by Grace Evans from StepUP to see if a group from WRPC was interested in assisting by providing meals to StepUP participants during an on-going training program.  Please see the background information below and contact Grace Evans if you are  interested.                                                                                                                       

 

We have been working hard to refine and perfect our orientation/training program.

This refinement has resulted in a redesigning of our job skills training week to become more in depth.  This will enable us to discern which participants are most ready for our assistance.  Consequently, our training week involves more hours.  

 

We have divided up the tasks for the implementation of the new orientation week and I have been assigned to locate a church or two that has congregants who want to contribute to our program in a helpful way.  Specifically, we have 3 days, twice a month, where simple box/bag lunches will need to be provided for the participants.  An example of these would be a sandwich, chips, and cookie.  Sodas might also be nice to include.  We will probably need 30 lunches, 3X a week.  (a total of 90) .

 

This sounds like a large request, but maybe there is a circle or committee in at West Raleigh that would enjoy contributing to Step-Up in this way.  Lunches could possibly be assembled in a group meeting time and delivered to us the morning of the workshop.  (Lunches will be provided on Monday at First Baptist downtown and Thursday and Fridays at WMPC of the workshop week.)

 

Our first, newly formatted workshop is the week of the 11th of January, but of course we understand it may take a while for us to get churches in place to help in this way.  Still, if you think that a group, family or individual in your church would be interested in this, just email or call me.  We would be so grateful!

  

Grace Evans

Job Counselor

StepUP Ministry

1701 Oberlin Rd.

Raleigh, NC 27608

Phone: (919) 781-0156 x 105

Fax:     (919) 571-2879

gevans@step-up.us

www.step-up.us
Centered in Scripture and Prayer


This Sunday’s Focus Passages

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

John 2:1-11 (focus for worship & Sunday School)
This is the second week of the Season after the Epiphany and marks the beginning of a season of "Ordinary time" in the cycle of the church year. The liturgical colour for this time of the church year is green, symbolic of the growth of discipleship. This is also the season of "revealing" and today's focus passage, the story of holy encounter in the miracle at Cana, offers a glimpse into the extravagant gifts of God, revealed through Jesus and his ministry. We can listen to and through the story to see what is being revealed about God and about us. As you prepare for worship this week listen to the story and to the Holy Spirit. In what ways do you see the extravagance of God's gifts reflected in your church and in the world today?
  
Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings ~ Use this resource for your personal, family, or small group devotional time. 
	Th
Psalm 36:5-10

Jeremiah 3:1-5

Acts 8:18-24
	Fri
Psalm 36:5-10

Jeremiah 3:19-25

1 Corinthians 7:1-
	Sat
Psalm 36:5-10

Jeremiah 4:1-4

Luke 11:14-23
	Sun
Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

John 2:1-11
	Mon
Psalm 145

Isaiah 54:1-8

Romans 12:9-21
	Tues

Psalm 145

Song of Solomon 4:1-8

1 Corinthians 1:3-17
	Wed
Psalm 145

Song of Solomon 4:9—5:1

Luke 5:33-39


"Reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts."
Prayers and Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving:

For the service of our outgoing Elders and Deacons and the commitment of those newly ordained and

installed

For the Eisenbies’ new grandson Broden Weaver Eisenbies

For the Pecci’s new grandson

For Frank Weedon, who has been a faithful church member for so many years

For health, healing, rest, and guidance:

Helen Berkey

Betty Harris

Chet Black

For those seeking jobs

Betty Brooks

Wilma Hu

Ruth Bickett

Alex Eder

Anne (Gilbert) and David Bogart

For our families and friends:

For the people of Haiti and the members of the St. Joseph’s family

Bill Smith’s brother Jon Smith

Amy Veatch’s friend, Mary Rose Tully

Martha Fawbush’s friend Karl St. John’s family in Haiti and her mother

Tom & Laura Miller’s friends Betsy, Juan & family, son-in-law Brent Piatti, aunt Phyllis & uncle Bob, & aunt

Elsie

Betsy Eder’s friend Blanche Johnston

The Meare’s friend Lawrence Duke

Catherine Lyles’ friends Leigh

Pastor Joe’s brother Charles
Craig Hanemann's brother Ben, & nephews Dylan & Tyler

Cheyney Nicholson’s mother

Marietta Wynand’s niece, Jayden Lanning and friend K. C. Crawley

Marsha Adkins’ mother-in-law

Lucille Seeley’s grandson Ivan

John and Serita’s friend Albert Bell

Craig Bromby’s nephew’s wife Marnie Bromby

Phyllis Elliott’s cousin Alvin Hamm and friend Kelin Brewer

Mickey Reid’s grandson Matthew Reid

Tom Lohr’s parents Jean & Keith

Joyce Watkins King’s coworker’s child Grace Cooley

Janet Pecci’s friend Therese Harvey

Virginia Ward’s nephew Ted and friend Cielo

Amy Veatch’s aunt Brownie Ledbetter, cousin Ralph Stebbins, and friend Jennifer Brown

Ruth Bickett’s friend Alice Njoroge & family

Peggy Ellis’ great nephew, Nathaniel, her sister in law, nephew Harold, and brothers Bill and Gene

Steve Colby’s father and friend Melissa

Nancy Rutledge’s friend Martine Stickland and Martine’s son Greg Taylor

Anne Bromby’s friend Jeanne Hilton

Serita Eisenbies’ uncle Bernie Becker

Susan Randolph’s father Herb Randolph

Anna Welker, daughter of Jody & Sharon Welker (Kirk of Kildaire)

Tyler Butts

Gerry Gilbert’s friend Becky Campbell

Deb Paxton’s sister and brother-in-law

Patty Hight Davis’ friends Eva Thorpe and Teresa Fenner

Wilma Hu’s second cousin Shen Yun, sister Mable and brother-in-law, Alfred Cheng

George Leggett’s mother

Jennifer Fine’s grandfather and Jason Fine’s grandmother

Jan Pender’s friend Jennifer Neisner

Helen and Rudy Bartholomew

Conni Rieske’s father, William Armstrong

Helen Berkey’s father, Guy E. Munger

Nona Malcom’s friends Paul and Patsy

Biff Kirby’s cousin Susan Henry Harden, and Barbara Kirby’s mother Caroline Malpiedi

For those who grieve:

Family of Tom Niccolls (brother of Mary Rose Raufer)

Family and friends of the Calliari’s neighbor, Lola Blackley in her death

Susan Terry's family in the death of her grandmother, Rose McAllister

Family and friends of Martie Leming’s uncle Ashby Foote in his death

Family and friends of Steve Colby’s mother in his death

Family and friends of Deb Paxton’s father in his death

For the church:

Members of the Stephen Ministry class who will be commissioned on January 31st:

Pam Calliari, Michelle Radcliffe-Glass, Catherine Lyles, Tom Pender, Kathy Huffstetler and Frances Wilder.

Members of our church family who are unable to join us in worship. We remember Mary Garcia, Helen Hassler,

Louise Harris, Lib Holland, Eula Kuchler-Cason, Tom Quay, Lib Richie, Marie Witherspoon, and Carrie Jo Wood

For the world:

Military personnel and their families

The Dimmock and Turk families
Thursday
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