
Belinda’s Story
 
Belinda joined the Wings of Hope family in November 2007. Belinda was severely malnourished, dehydrated and very sick when she arrived at Wings of Hope. When she came, the caregivers did not expect her to live, but with their love and unending dedication they nursed her back to health.

Belinda's form of cerebral palsy prevented her from developing normally. She was always very weak. Despite her physical obstacles, Belinda was a very bright little girl with a huge personality. She had the biggest, brightest smile in the world and used it to charm everyone who came near her. One look at Belinda and people would melt. She was absolutely beautiful, inside and out.

Belinda and Clemene, one of the Wings of Hope caregivers had a special bond. It was Clemene who was primarily responsible for nursing Belinda back to health. Clemene, who is like a mother to all the children at Wings of Hope was always seen by everyone in a special way as Belinda's mother.
 
In this last week, Belinda's health worsened and the Wings of Hope leadership decided she needed to see a doctor. Clemene and Mis Surand, the Wings of Hope nurse, went off with Belinda to try and find help. They rushed Belinda down the mountain on the back of a motorcycle taxi to a hospital in Port au Prince. They were turned away not only by the first hospital that they went to but by three other hospitals as well. The hospitals refused to treat her simply because she was a child with disabilities. 

Belinda survived six hours of heat and travel before she passed away on the street (September 15, 2011). At the end of her life's journey, Belinda was loved and cared for only by the Wings of Hope family who brought her home, bathed her, clothed her and put her in a grave.

We will never know if Belinda could have been saved that day if she had received attention, compassion and care at any one of the hospitals who rejected her. She did not deserve to die the way she did and the people who loved her did not deserve to be treated the way they did
just because they cared for her and wanted someone to help her. 

For the disabled in Haiti, the situation will not change unless we stand up for our friends
who are unable to stand up for themselves.
More photos of Belinda can be seen on the SJF Facebook page at the link:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150371492066967.399275.98387511966&l=1028c5a6aa 
How you can help The Belinda Project?
Write an Appeal Letter TODAY!  We are gathering as many letters possible from those that support this project. 
What Should an Appeal Letter Include?
We are not requiring a certain format to your letter; however, we’d ask you to include the following:
1.       How you are connected to Wings of Hope- that you are a member of WRPC, a church that hosts the offices of Hearts with Haiti whose mission is to support the ministry of The St. Joseph Family in Haiti.  Wings of Hope is a part of SJF.
2.       If you have met Belinda, write one personal story (one paragraph long); if you have been to Haiti and Wings of Hope include your observations.
3.       What your initial thought was when you heard Belinda was denied 4 hospitals because of her disability, shortly thereafter passing away—what is the injustice in this circumstance (remember you aren’t a Haitian hospital, so keep your thoughts culturally sensitive. Be aware that we are not naming these four hospitals because we don't want to make it all about those particular institutions. That would make the focus too small and a larger change would be ignored. This is a systematic problem and we want to effect change in the way people with disabilities are treated by ALL institutions. These four hospitals are only a symptom of the overall problem.)
4.       Why we are writing to the Clinton Foundation, and what you expect them to do (we are hoping that they will make an effort to work alongside of the Haitian government to provide laws that would require hospitals accept people with disabilities.  Furthermore, that they would equip the hospitals to train medical professionals and send equipment to do so –eg way to test blood levels for seizure meds).  We hope this will get some public attention around the country (of Haiti).  The overall goal is to see that persons of disabilities begin to receive equal access and opportunity in the culture, especially in medical care.  Please note, we are not asking for money.  We are asking that The Clinton Foundation bring its considerable power to bear to make sure that those with disabilities in Haiti, particularly vulnerable children, receive equal access and opportunity to very basic human needs.
I have included a sample letter.  Please feel free to make it your own or not use it at all.
Suggestions:   
The letter should be personal, yet professional.   Keep it one page.  Be honest about the travesty of the situation, but don’t shoot accusations at the hospitals.  We'd like to deliver with some force, but also with wisdom and tack.  We don't aim to defame, we aim for change.  Here is the key: write from YOUR heart.  Each of you has a story, a conviction, something to say.    
Why the Clinton Foundation? 
President Clinton is very active in earthquake recovery, and the rebuilding of the structural portion of the country of Haiti.  Not only has he invested foundation money, but his own personal money.  He has a very prestigious role, but is also concerned with grassroots projects.  He has a direct “in” with the current Haitian president and high powered NGOs.  It would be more advantageous to write Mr. Clinton than any of your Senators or the Haitian President himself. 
What Should You Do Once Your Letter is Written?  Please print and sign your letter.  Credentials never hurt.  Either scan your signed letter and send to  Rane Winslow at  heartswithhaiti@gmail.com or bring by the church and put in the HWH box in the mail room.  
What Will We Do With Your Letter?  We will do two things:  
1. Once the letter writing campaign has concluded we will mail all letters from members of WRPC to The Clinton Foundation in one big packet
2. We will scan your letter and send to TheBelindaProject in Haiti so that it can be included in a large packet of letters that will be sent to the Haitian Government.
Feel Free To Share This Project With Anyone You Feel Would Make a Positive Impact!
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William J. Clinton Foundation
383 Dorchester Ave. Ste.400
Boston, MA  02127



October 15, 2011

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to make you aware of the heartbreaking and tragic story of Belinda and to ask for your help.  Belinda was a resident of Wings of Hope, a home for children with disabilities in Fermathe, Haiti, for the past four years.  Although she had a form of cerebral palsy that kept her from walking, talking, and developing normally, one only has to look at her photos to see she was a very bright little girl with intelligent eyes and a huge personality.  Belinda became ill in mid-September and on September 15, 2011 she was taken to 4 hospitals in Haiti where she was denied treatment because she was a child with disabilities.  After 6 long hours of heat and travel, Belinda died in the arms of her caretaker in the courtyard of one of those hospitals.   I wept when I read the story of Belinda.  I am outraged at the injustice of her treatment.  More importantly, I am motivated to take action to prevent this tragedy from being repeated.
Why is Belinda’s story important to me?  I am a member of West Raleigh Presbyterian Church in Raleigh, North Carolina.  Our church hosts the office of Hearts with Haiti, a nonprofit founded in 2001 to support the mission of The St. Joseph Family in Haiti.  Wings of Hope is part of The St. Joseph Family.  Our church has supported this family with our prayers, our encouragement, and our dollars.  We have opened our homes to them and our hearts to their mission.  We have seen how children thrive in this family.  Belinda’s death affects all of us at West Raleigh in a profound and personal way.  
Why do I think Belinda’s story is important to The Clinton Foundation?  Although Belinda’s story is of only one small child I believe she symbolizes the treatment that children with disabilities encounter every day in poor countries around the world.  Such treatment has been magnified in Haiti since the earthquake with the increase of both the number of orphaned children and those with disabilities.  The disabled, children in particular, need advocacy to insure that they are included in the rebuilding of Haiti.  They need a strong voice to ensure their right to healthcare, education, adequate living conditions, and equal recognition under the law.  The Clinton Foundation is well-positioned to be such an advocate because of its strong investment in Haiti since the earthquake.  My request of you is that you make the plight of the children with disabilities in Haiti a priority.  That you work with the Haitian Government to promote laws that provide for equal access to healthcare and other opportunities for these children so that the tragedy of Belinda’s story does not need to be told again.  
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.  For more information on Belinda’s story, go www.heartswithhaiti.org/page27/page27.html 

Sincerely, 
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